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Very occasionally, a holiday 
destination is so good it makes 
you fall in love with it.

Step forward Skelwith 
Fold, a gem of a caravan park 
set in beautiful countryside 
just outside Ambleside in the 
Lake District.

It is a dramatically stun-
ning area of England and the 
caravan park is an idyllic ha-
ven of peace within it.

It is a place to relax and do 
nothing – or stretch yourself 
by climbing nearby moun-
tains.

It is a place to browse art 
galleries, coffee shops and gift 
outlets - or a place to watch the 
wildlife.

It is everything in whatever 
form you wish it.

The park itself is 130 acres 
of woodland scenery with 
caravans strategically placed 
within it, positioned to al-
low wildlife to run freely and 
to give an impression of total 
tranquillity.

Our caravan came with 
all the mod cons such as en 
suite bathroom with the main 
bedroom, another bedroom 
and shower, well appointed 
lounge, balcony and decking.

It was a joy to watch the sun 
rise over the nearby valley.

Yards from our van, wild-
life came out every morning 
and clearly were not fazed 
by human presence as they 
played.

The nearby shop – wonder-
fully stocked with everything 
from toffee vodka to Lakeland 
delicacies – was one example 
of the facilities.

There’s a library, laundry, 
play areas, beautiful walks and 
scenery to gawp at in amaze-
ment.

And nearby Ambleside is 
typical of so many Lakeland 
towns and villages – quaintly 
packed into a small space un-
der the watchful gaze of near-
by mountains.

Our first night there was 

the best night’s sleep I’d had 
in years. 

The three days that fol-
lowed were filled with explo-
ration of nearby communities.

Windermere is beautiful, 
Bowness just as spectacular.

Yet each seems to be domi-
nated by restaurants and cof-
fee shops to the point where 
you wonder how they can all 
continue to thrive.

We also lapped up the spec-
tacular scenery at Brockhole, 
an adventure haven with zip 
slides and high level rope 
courses.

The garden centre near 
Ambleside is worth a look and 
the  views of Windermere are 
breathtaking.

Yet for me, Skelwith Fold 
caravan park itself was the 
best of it all.

It has its own beauty and 
private splendour to rival the 
views of its better known near-
by landmarks.

The sun over the hills as 

you enjoy a coffee on the deck-
ing is an experience I shall re-
member for many a year.

Touring caravans and 
motorhomes can pitch from 
£20.50 per night while a new 
addition is the luxury two-per-
son “Hideaway” pods.

Luxury caravan holiday 
homes can be bought to own 
from £25,000 to £80,000.

The park has 300 privately 
owned holiday homes, and 150 
touring pitches and is open 
from March to November (in-
clusive).

TEN FACTS ABOUT 
SKELWITH FOLD
l  The caravan park occupies 
the grounds of a former coun-
try house.
l The park provides caravan 
holiday homes for private own-
ers  and fully-serviced pitches 
for people with touring cara-
vans and motorhomes. 
l  Skelwith Fold has been un-
der the ownership of the Wild 
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Park - Manchester Airport has 
a range of convenient car 
parking options from £39.99. 
www.manchesterairport.co.uk/
parking 
Fly – www.monarch.co.uk
Stay  - TotsToTravel.co.uk 
Drive – Car hire company Roig 
www.roig.com  
Flights from Manchester to 
Majorca with Monarch from £122 
return in November.

Travel facts

Why taking a three-month-old abroad doesn’t have to be stressful Holiday 
ideas...

Pyrenees
Pagel Lower Wildwood, 
in the French Pyrenees, is 
set in fi ve acres of grounds 
and has plenty to keep 
youngsters entertained - 
from a huge wooden replica 
pirate ship and fort, to trains, 
go-karts and tractors.  
It’s highly rated on www.
babyfriendlyboltholes.
co.uk which is a great 
resource for child-friendly 
getaways.

Paris
Parents hardly need to be 
told about Disneyland, as 
their li� le ones will have 
clamoured for a trip since 
they were old enough to 
watch TV. The Paris version 
contains the characters 
and rides you might expect, 
ranging from Mickey Mouse 
all the way to Frozen. 
www.disneylandparis.
co.uk.

Trip of 
the week...

SUMMER IN THE AUSTRIAN 
MOUNTAINS (ST ANTON)
Mountain pine air you could 
bo� le and sell, glacier fresh 
beer, scented meadows, a 
history of music and mad kings, 
houses painted as optical 
illusions – discover alpine Austria 
with this Omega 8 day break 
including fl ights 
and transfers, 
excursions and 
4 star hotel 
with dinner and 
breakfast. Eight 
days by air: Fly from Leeds 
Bradford airport on July 31 
2016, Manchester airport 
on September 4 2016 and 
Southampton airport on August 
21 2016 from £799pp. Price 
correct as from October 5 2015.
Visit www.off ers.omega-
holidays.com/terms-conditions.
pdf for full terms and conditions.  
Call 01524 37500, quoting 
JPTRAVEL, or visit www.omega-
holidays.com

days by air: Fly from Leeds 
Bradford airport on July 31 

Travel WW

mated DVDs, steriliser – it 
was all there, which meant 
we hadn’t had to lug it with us 
from the UK. And on the sub-
ject of baby travel, Monarch 
were brilliant with us on the 
fl ight. Even off ering to free up 
a space elsewhere on the plane 
so we could have a full row of 
three seats to ourselves. Much 
appreciated and very far more 
help than we were expecting 
to be off ered in this regard.

But what of the destination 
of Pollença? We really did have 
a quiet secluded spot in this 
lovely area, which is in the far 
north corner of the island of 
Majorca, near Cap de Formen-
tor and Alcúdia.

If you hire a car (which 
we did, more of that in a mo-
ment), it is also a great base 
to strike out a li� le and visit 
nearby villages. The loveliest 
of these may well be Cala San 
Vicente, which boasts some 
lovely, although not necessar-

ily cheap, places to eat with a 
majestic sea view.

One such place is the Res-
taurant Cala Barques, where 
we pushed the boat out and in-
dulged in fresh lobster. Tip for 
the new parents here…lobster 
is reasonably diffi  cult to eat 
whilst juggling (not literally) a 
lively baby between the two of 
you.  I would heartily recom-

mend car hire on Mallorca. 
The roads are good and it’s 
easy to fi nd your way around.

Having done this lots 
of times, I can also tell you 
that one of the many things 
to look out for in a car hire 
company is its petrol policy. 
Many of the holiday car hire 
companies can off er seem-
ingly a� ractive daily hire rates 
and then relieve you of your 
Euros with a fuel policy that 
is heavily weighted against 
the customer. An example of 
this would be if (as you o� en 
are) you were asked to pay for 
the entire tank of fuel that is 
presented with the car and 
are instructed to ‘bring it back 
empty’. Most of the time you 
won’t need a full tank for the 
week and end up paying too 
much as you hand back the car 
three quarters full.

But at places like Roig (a lo-
cal company in Mallorca) you 
simply take the car full and 

bring it back full, which re-
sults in a much be� er deal. 

And if you fi nd yourself a 
good deal like this, what be� er 
way to explore the beautiful is-
land – as your li� le one snooz-
es in the back. Meanwhile 
you’ll be safe in the knowledge 
that all those who warned you 
off  the venture initially have 
got it all wrong.

When we 
mentioned 
to people 
that we were 
thinking of 

taking a three-month-old on 
an aeroplane, the reactions 
varied from ‘you’re very brave’ 
to ‘good on you’, writes Chris 
Burton. 

Then people would reel 
through the pros and cons, as 
they saw them, of holidaying 
abroad with a young baby. 

Chief among these seemed 
to be the prodigious amount 
of ‘stuff ’ you would have to 
take with you. Anyone who 
has had to adapt to even the 
simplest of trips (supermar-
ket, doctors etc.) will be fa-
miliar with the rigmarole that 
suddenly becomes involved. 
Clichés such as ‘military op-
eration’ suddenly make per-
fect sense.

But despite all that we 
managed to have a very relax-
ing and straightforward week 
in a Mallorcan villa. How? It’s 
not what you take with you – 
it’s what you have waiting for 
you when you arrive.

Tots To Travel are a com-
pany that specialise in mak-
ing sure parents don’t have to 
bring the kitchen sink with 
them and that the accommo-
dation will be a safe place for 
children.

The company host oodles 
of villas and co� ages through-
out Europe on their website, 
all of which they promise to 
have visited to check suitabil-
ity for family holidays. They 
also check all of the accom-
modation for safety – includ-
ing poolside safeguards, low 
windows gaps in railings and 
things of that nature.

And fi nally they ensure 
that a comprehensive range of 
baby equipment is available at 
the accommodation meaning 
you will be able to travel light.

How did that part of our 
holiday in Pollença go? Well, it 
was spot on.

Although our son Alexan-
der was only three months 
old (and thus unlikely to be 
wandering around pool-side) 
it was pleasing to see the pool 
safely fenced off  with remov-
able mesh panels.

Inside the villa the baby 
goodies continue. Cot, baby 
bath, toys, story books, ani-

Travelling with a tot 
can be made easy... 

Alexander soaks up the sun.

 Stunning views 
of Cala San 

Vicente with 
Puerto Pollensa 

(inset).

Reader travel

To book call 01524 37500 quote JP TRAVEL or visit: www.omega-holidays.com
OPENING TIMES: MON-FRI 8.30-19.30 SAT 8.45-17.30 SUN 10.00 - 16.30

Organised by Omega Holidays plc, ABTA V4782. ATOL Protected 6081. Single supplement applies. Subject 
to availability. †We have included a reasonable budget for your fl ights. Should the cost of these fall below 
or rise above this amount we will amend the holiday cost to refl ect these changes and therefore the price 
may increase or decrease accordingly. The fi nal price will be confi rmed at the time of booking. 

The advertised price is correct as of  5 October 2015 and is based upon departure from Gatwick airport on 11 December 2015. FROM

£369pp

3 DAYS, BY AIR

Omega COLOGNE & VALKENBURG
Friday departures, 27 November and 4 & 11 December 2015

 Return fl ight from Gatwick, Leeds Bradford, Manchester and Southampton airports to Amsterdam Airport Schiphol†  Airport taxes 
& hotel transfers  Visits to the Cologne and Valkenburg Christmas Markets  Free time in Amsterdam with optional Amsterdam canal cruise

Fly through your Christmas shopping with this special Omega break to the six markets of Cologne and the famous underground 
markets of Valkenburg, with fl ights, transfers, 3 star hotel with breakfast and free time in Amsterdam.

2 NIGHTS STAY with dinner on the fi rst night and breakfast on both mornings
Canal Cruise

Optional
Amsterdam

BEST WESTERN
LEVERKUSEN HOTEL, 

GERMANY
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Sheer beauty in the 
Chris Cordner falls in love with a gem of a caravan park

The two-person hideaway pods at Skelwith Fold.

The beautiful drive into Skelwith Fold, and the reception area.
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markets of Valkenburg, with fl ights, transfers, 3 star hotel with breakfast and free time in Amsterdam.

2 NIGHTS STAY with dinner on the fi rst night and breakfast on both mornings
Canal Cruise

Optional
Amsterdam

BEST WESTERN
LEVERKUSEN HOTEL, 

GERMANY



3Christmas Markets

the week...

13Saturday, October 10, 2015    Design Hub Special DESIGN HUB SPECIAL

Park - Manchester Airport has 
a range of convenient car 
parking options from £39.99. 
www.manchesterairport.co.uk/
parking 
Fly – www.monarch.co.uk
Stay  - TotsToTravel.co.uk 
Drive – Car hire company Roig 
www.roig.com  
Flights from Manchester to 
Majorca with Monarch from £122 
return in November.

Travel facts

Why taking a three-month-old abroad doesn’t have to be stressful Holiday 
ideas...

Pyrenees
Pagel Lower Wildwood, 
in the French Pyrenees, is 
set in fi ve acres of grounds 
and has plenty to keep 
youngsters entertained - 
from a huge wooden replica 
pirate ship and fort, to trains, 
go-karts and tractors.  
It’s highly rated on www.
babyfriendlyboltholes.
co.uk which is a great 
resource for child-friendly 
getaways.

Paris
Parents hardly need to be 
told about Disneyland, as 
their li� le ones will have 
clamoured for a trip since 
they were old enough to 
watch TV. The Paris version 
contains the characters 
and rides you might expect, 
ranging from Mickey Mouse 
all the way to Frozen. 
www.disneylandparis.
co.uk.

Trip of 
the week...

SUMMER IN THE AUSTRIAN 
MOUNTAINS (ST ANTON)
Mountain pine air you could 
bo� le and sell, glacier fresh 
beer, scented meadows, a 
history of music and mad kings, 
houses painted as optical 
illusions – discover alpine Austria 
with this Omega 8 day break 
including fl ights 
and transfers, 
excursions and 
4 star hotel 
with dinner and 
breakfast. Eight 
days by air: Fly from Leeds 
Bradford airport on July 31 
2016, Manchester airport 
on September 4 2016 and 
Southampton airport on August 
21 2016 from £799pp. Price 
correct as from October 5 2015.
Visit www.off ers.omega-
holidays.com/terms-conditions.
pdf for full terms and conditions.  
Call 01524 37500, quoting 
JPTRAVEL, or visit www.omega-
holidays.com

days by air: Fly from Leeds 
Bradford airport on July 31 

Travel WW

mated DVDs, steriliser – it 
was all there, which meant 
we hadn’t had to lug it with us 
from the UK. And on the sub-
ject of baby travel, Monarch 
were brilliant with us on the 
fl ight. Even off ering to free up 
a space elsewhere on the plane 
so we could have a full row of 
three seats to ourselves. Much 
appreciated and very far more 
help than we were expecting 
to be off ered in this regard.

But what of the destination 
of Pollença? We really did have 
a quiet secluded spot in this 
lovely area, which is in the far 
north corner of the island of 
Majorca, near Cap de Formen-
tor and Alcúdia.

If you hire a car (which 
we did, more of that in a mo-
ment), it is also a great base 
to strike out a li� le and visit 
nearby villages. The loveliest 
of these may well be Cala San 
Vicente, which boasts some 
lovely, although not necessar-

ily cheap, places to eat with a 
majestic sea view.

One such place is the Res-
taurant Cala Barques, where 
we pushed the boat out and in-
dulged in fresh lobster. Tip for 
the new parents here…lobster 
is reasonably diffi  cult to eat 
whilst juggling (not literally) a 
lively baby between the two of 
you.  I would heartily recom-

mend car hire on Mallorca. 
The roads are good and it’s 
easy to fi nd your way around.

Having done this lots 
of times, I can also tell you 
that one of the many things 
to look out for in a car hire 
company is its petrol policy. 
Many of the holiday car hire 
companies can off er seem-
ingly a� ractive daily hire rates 
and then relieve you of your 
Euros with a fuel policy that 
is heavily weighted against 
the customer. An example of 
this would be if (as you o� en 
are) you were asked to pay for 
the entire tank of fuel that is 
presented with the car and 
are instructed to ‘bring it back 
empty’. Most of the time you 
won’t need a full tank for the 
week and end up paying too 
much as you hand back the car 
three quarters full.

But at places like Roig (a lo-
cal company in Mallorca) you 
simply take the car full and 

bring it back full, which re-
sults in a much be� er deal. 

And if you fi nd yourself a 
good deal like this, what be� er 
way to explore the beautiful is-
land – as your li� le one snooz-
es in the back. Meanwhile 
you’ll be safe in the knowledge 
that all those who warned you 
off  the venture initially have 
got it all wrong.

When we 
mentioned 
to people 
that we were 
thinking of 

taking a three-month-old on 
an aeroplane, the reactions 
varied from ‘you’re very brave’ 
to ‘good on you’, writes Chris 
Burton. 

Then people would reel 
through the pros and cons, as 
they saw them, of holidaying 
abroad with a young baby. 

Chief among these seemed 
to be the prodigious amount 
of ‘stuff ’ you would have to 
take with you. Anyone who 
has had to adapt to even the 
simplest of trips (supermar-
ket, doctors etc.) will be fa-
miliar with the rigmarole that 
suddenly becomes involved. 
Clichés such as ‘military op-
eration’ suddenly make per-
fect sense.

But despite all that we 
managed to have a very relax-
ing and straightforward week 
in a Mallorcan villa. How? It’s 
not what you take with you – 
it’s what you have waiting for 
you when you arrive.

Tots To Travel are a com-
pany that specialise in mak-
ing sure parents don’t have to 
bring the kitchen sink with 
them and that the accommo-
dation will be a safe place for 
children.

The company host oodles 
of villas and co� ages through-
out Europe on their website, 
all of which they promise to 
have visited to check suitabil-
ity for family holidays. They 
also check all of the accom-
modation for safety – includ-
ing poolside safeguards, low 
windows gaps in railings and 
things of that nature.

And fi nally they ensure 
that a comprehensive range of 
baby equipment is available at 
the accommodation meaning 
you will be able to travel light.

How did that part of our 
holiday in Pollença go? Well, it 
was spot on.

Although our son Alexan-
der was only three months 
old (and thus unlikely to be 
wandering around pool-side) 
it was pleasing to see the pool 
safely fenced off  with remov-
able mesh panels.

Inside the villa the baby 
goodies continue. Cot, baby 
bath, toys, story books, ani-

Travelling with a tot 
can be made easy... 

Alexander soaks up the sun.

 Stunning views 
of Cala San 

Vicente with 
Puerto Pollensa 

(inset).

Reader travel

To book call 01524 37500 quote JP TRAVEL or visit: www.omega-holidays.com
OPENING TIMES: MON-FRI 8.30-19.30 SAT 8.45-17.30 SUN 10.00 - 16.30

Organised by Omega Holidays plc, ABTA V4782. ATOL Protected 6081. Single supplement applies. Subject 
to availability. †We have included a reasonable budget for your fl ights. Should the cost of these fall below 
or rise above this amount we will amend the holiday cost to refl ect these changes and therefore the price 
may increase or decrease accordingly. The fi nal price will be confi rmed at the time of booking. 

The advertised price is correct as of  5 October 2015 and is based upon departure from Gatwick airport on 11 December 2015. FROM

£369pp

3 DAYS, BY AIR

Omega COLOGNE & VALKENBURG
Friday departures, 27 November and 4 & 11 December 2015

 Return fl ight from Gatwick, Leeds Bradford, Manchester and Southampton airports to Amsterdam Airport Schiphol†  Airport taxes 
& hotel transfers  Visits to the Cologne and Valkenburg Christmas Markets  Free time in Amsterdam with optional Amsterdam canal cruise

Fly through your Christmas shopping with this special Omega break to the six markets of Cologne and the famous underground 
markets of Valkenburg, with fl ights, transfers, 3 star hotel with breakfast and free time in Amsterdam.

2 NIGHTS STAY with dinner on the fi rst night and breakfast on both mornings
Canal Cruise

Optional
Amsterdam

BEST WESTERN
LEVERKUSEN HOTEL, 

GERMANY
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family for 17 years. The business 
founder, Sydney Wild, has been 
involved in the parks industry 
for more than 40 years – and 
both he and his son Henry are 
closely involved in Skelwith 
Fold’s day-to-day management.
l  Its main attraction is acres 
of woodland and their wildlife 
inhabitants which include red 
squirrels, red deers, badgers 
and lots of bird species. 
l The grounds can be explored 
via a network of paths, and 
highlights include stunning 
views across the Lakeland fells, 
and the park’s secret magical 
tarn.
l Skelwith Fold is the winner of 
the prestigious David Bellamy 
Conservation Award which it 
has received at the top Gold lev-
el for the past fifteen consecu-
tive years.
l The park has also been 
congratulated by HRH Prince 
Charles for successfully re-
introducing a colony of red 
squirrels – and has received an 
Association of National Parks 

award for being the first park in 
Cumbria to construct a wetland 
reedbed system for the treat-
ment of sewage.
l  Skelwith Fold is involved in a 
co-operative project with other 
South Lakes enterprises to pro-
vide discounts and other incen-
tives for guests, so spreading 
the “tourism pound” further 
afield. 
l  A series of events through-
out the year bring guests 
together, culminating in an ex-
tremely popular summer arts 
show which attracts hundreds 
of entries.
l  Recent developments in-
clude the introduction of elec-
tric bikes, encouraging guests 
to swap their cars for a more 
fun form of transport to explore 
the surrounding countryside.

FIND OUT MORE
ADDRESS - Skelwith Fold Cara-
van Park, Ambleside, Cumbria, 
LA22 0HX
TELEPHONE - 015394 32277
WEBSITE www.skelwith.com

heart of Lakeland

The view of the Lakes countryside from Skelwith Fold. Inset, the tarn at Skelwith Fold.


