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GET in the festive spirit with a
trip to the many Christmas
markets in the UK and Europe with
Fred Holidays’ new winter breaks &
Christmas markets brochure.
This year, the Arctic Circle also
makes an appearance, with a new
Dogsled the Arctic Circle trip for
February and March 2016.
The 2015 winter holidays guide
features a wide range of unique
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lesser-known destinations and
small cities throughout the Germany, including Würzburg, Rothenburg ob der Tauber and BadenBaden, pictured, which all boast
fantastically festive Christmas markets. A trip to the Bremen Christmas Markets includes two nights at
the 4H Swissotel from £289pp.
See fredholidays.co.uk or call
0808 163 5880.
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FOLLOWING that news that
Uzbekistan Airways is set to
introduce special passenger
weighing machines at departure
gates, the latest poll by Holiday
Extras has revealed that 58 per
cent of Brits would not object to the
same measures being introduced
on the airlines that they use.
Despite recent grumblings over
changes to hand luggage restric-

tions on a number of airlines, it
appears that UK travellers are also
far more open to charging extra
according to weight than might
have been expected.
Ant Clarke Cowell, communications director for the travel website
HolidayExtras.com, said: “Personal
space is a certainly a very sensitive
issue so it will be interesting to see
how views about this topic evolve.”
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AFTER VISITING SKELWITH, YOU’LL WANT TO . . .

ReturntotheFold
STUNNING
. . . views
over Skelwith
Bridge and
beautiful
lodges

HAVE you ever reached
the stage where you just
want to stop the world
and jump off for a bit?

To find a place in the middle of
nowhere where you can get away
from it all for even a few days?
Somewhere you can spend some
quality time with your nearest and
dearest without any distractions.
Maybe you just want a romantic
break away where you can get a little closer to nature. Or you are looking
for
something
different
to
celebrate an anniversary or birthday?
Well if that’s you then I may have
found the perfect place.
Skelwith Fold Caravan Park in
Cumbria might only be a three hour
drive from Edinburgh or Glasgow,
but it’s a world away from the hustle
and bustle of the big city.
Myself and wife Lynsey found this
tiny haven in the Lakes perfectly
equipped to cater for our every need,
but also one which will happily leave
you to your own devices if that’s
what you’d prefer.
Before I go any further you can
get the idea of ‘camping’ out of your
head right now. Yes, this is a caravan
park, but you won’t be sleeping

GO: SKELWITH FOLD
Hideaways can be booked online for a
minimum stay of three nights and are
available to book through to 14th November with prices starting at £285. Visit
skelwith.com
under canvas here that’s for sure.
And the other bonus is you don’t
need a caravan to come here either.
This summer Skelwith has introduced
four
self-contained
Swift
S-Pods in the park’s quietest spot.
These two-berth hideaways are
perfect for a couple looking for some
time away. At first glance they don’t
look the biggest, but you quickly
realise that’s the point.
They are designed to be intimate
but at the same time there is enough
room to get your own space.
Our self-contained unit was fitted
with all the essentials you need for a
relaxing stay.
We had a well-equipped kitchen
with hob, grill, microwave, fridge,
toaster and kettle. The two-seater
sofa which folds away to make room
for a pull-down ready-made double

bed was like something out of a
James Bond movie. We had a flatscreen TV and DVD player as well
as an en suite bathroom with power
shower.
Each hideaway has its own dining
table, decking area, outdoor lighting
and parking.
And — weather permitting – there
is also a BBQ area for each of the
four hideaways.

Perfect

You really are in the middle of
nowhere, tucked away from the rest
of civilisation. But don’t worry —
there’s also wifi if you find
you can’t afford to switch
off completely. This is the
Lake District of course, so
the chances are you probably will get wet at some
point.
But if you’re ready and
prepared for that then
you could not pick
a better place to
get away from it
all.
The park itself
spreads out over
130 acres and is
perfect for long,

winding walwalks. There are plenty
of paths to follow with deer and
woodpeckers never far away. But if
you’re in the mood for a challenge
then nearby Scafell Pike will provide
you with one. At 3,209 feet it’s the
highest mountain in England and the
views from the top are sensational.
After there Helvellyn, at 3,117 feet,
is next on most peak-baggers’ list If,
after a while, you do crave some
normality then pretty Ambleside is a
ten-minute drive away.
Bowness-on-Windermere,
perfect
for boat trips across the Lake, is a
similar distance the other way.
And the Talbot Bar, which serves
terrific pub grub, is within walking
distance of the park’s back gate. But
if you don’t want to venture
out, the park shop stocks
plenty of locally-sourced
produce. It really is the
ideal spot to get away
from it all for just a
couple of days.
And if the idea of
being close to nature
but with hotel facilities appeals, then
this is the perfect
place for you.
ROBERT MARTIN
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IT’S 37°C IN
DUBAI —
seven nights
at the 4H
Golden Sands
Hotel Apartments is
from £522pp with Away
Holidays. The price is
based on B&B with
flights from Glasgow on
October 13. See awayholidays.co.uk or call
0208 705 0107.

hot
spot

IT’S 25°C IN
SPAIN — a
week at the 3H
Esmeralda Suites in Calpe,
Costa Blanca, is from
£439pp with Jet2 Holidays. The price is
based on self-catering
with flights from Edinburgh on October 4. See
jet2holidays.com or call
0800 408 5594.

hot
spot

TURK MY BREATH AWAY: A
week B&B at the 4H Iberotel
Palm Garden Hotel in
Antalya, Turkey is from
£511pp leaving Glasgow on
October 13. See awayholidays.co.uk or call 0208 705
0107
. . . NEW SENSATION: Four
can stay a week at The Water
Castle in Newton, near Corbridge, Hexham, Northumberland (Property reference:
MTT) for £429 arriving
November 6.
See english-country-cottages.co.uk or call 0345 268
0788.
. . . LET IT B: Seven nights
self-catering at the 3HClub B
Mallorca in Magaluf, Majorca
is from £459pp leaving Edinburgh on October 4.
See jet2holidays.com or call
0800 408 5594.
. . . TOUR THE ONE: Enjoy
six nights touring Killarney
and the Ring of Kerry in Ireland is from £399pp including luxury coach travel from
regional joining points on
October 11. See leger.co.uk
or call 0844 846 0808.
. . . GREECE EXCITING: A
week all-inclusive at the 5H
5
Ikos Olivia in Halkidiki,
Greece is from £662pp
including airport lounges
private resort transfers and
flights from Gatwick on October 15.
See sovereign.com
hot or call 01293 731
spot 566.
. . . THE RETREAT
GOES ON: Seven
nights in a luxury two bed
apartment at Natural Retreats
John O’Groats is from £685
arriving October 24. See naturalretreats.com
. . . CINNAMON THRILL: A
week half board in a onebedroom sea-facing suite at
4H Mount Cinnamon Resort
and Beach Club in Grenada
is from £1159pp leaving Gatwick on selected dates in
November.
See kenwoodtravel.co.uk or
call 0207 749 9245.
. . . WAKE ME UP BEFORE
YOU TABAGO GO: Seven
nights B&B at the 4H Magdalena Grand in Tobago from
£682pp on selected dates in
October including flights
from Gatwick and two complimentary 18 hole rounds of
golf when booked before the
30 September 2015.
See magdalenagrand.com/
uk/
. . . MAYA HEART WILL GO
ON: Two weeks all-inclusive
at the 5H Occidental Grand
Xcaret Resort in the Riviera
Maya, near Cancun is from
£955pp leaving Gatwick
between October 29-November 15. See dialaflight.com or
call 0844 556 6060.
. . . SIMPLY THE BEST: See
the Best of Italy from cities to
coast on a 12-night B&B tour
from £1,467pp on November
28 including VIP door to door
airport transfers and the services of a Travel Director
throughout. See trafalgar.com

