Seventeen-year-old
Charlotte Mitchell
works in Yankee
Candle and is from
Trent Vale.

Reaseheath College
student Annie
Egerton is a 16-yearold from Cheddleton.
Where do you shop?
I mostly shop in charity
shops, any that I can
find locally.

Cabin crew
assistant Laura
Baddeley is 27 and
from Stoke.

What are your favourite
places to shop?
I buy a lot of things
from ASOS, I like to
shop online.

What are your favourite
places to shop in?
River Island, New
Look, Primark, Oasis
and Dorothy Perkins.

What would you
describe your style as?
Pick and mix. I take
things from a lot of
different styles, it’s not
the same every day.

How much would you
spend on an average
shopping trip?
Around £100.

ANTHONY
BUNN

DEDICATED
FOLLOWER
OF FASHION
IGNORE the school nurse: Knits really
are good for you!
Anyone who has been out and about
over the last week or so knows it’s
time to start re-stocking on a musthave staple of a British man’s
wardrobe: the knit/sweater/jumper –
call it what you will, it’s the winterwarmer we all love.
And you don’t have to look like you’re
wearing your nan’s handywork, either.
Here are four of the very best bits of
knits…..
First up is The Ted knit from North
Sails. This is a classic, slim-fitting
fisherman’s knit from the famous
sailing company based in San Diego.
It has a warming stand-up funnel
neck and a full zip. The great thing
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What do you buy the
most of?
Make up definitely. I
usually buy Mac
cosmetics.

Performing arts
teacher Sian Jones
is a 21-year-old from
Trentham.

about full zips is the option of
showing or hiding the top you have
on beneath, and/or the additional
warmth zipping it right up gives you.
From their Heritage Boatyard
collection, Barbour’s Staple Crew
Neck Knit is an absolute beauty and
made from 100 per cent wool.
Its twisted tweed effect gives it a
really luxurious look, and with tonal
stitching and their beacon branding
patch just above the hem, this is
another cracking bit of kit from the
iconic South Shields brand. Wood
Wood are really making waves at
the moment. No wonder, when they
bring out superb pieces like this
Kevin Crew Knit Stone Wash jumper.
It’s a lightweight, 100 per cent
Shetland wool, blue marled knit from
their AW15 Internationalism
collection. This piece will only add to
the Copenhagen brand’s burgeoning
reputation – and to the quality of your
wardrobe.
Rarely does a brand have such a loyal
and committed following than Stone
Island. The SI team have always
leaned heavily towards workwear and
industrially influenced shapes, and
their Full Zip Shawl Collared Knit is
practical, functional, and looks ace.
And as it’s Stone Island,
craftsmanship and attention to detail
come as standard.
■ The Christmas issue of DUCK
magazine is out now and features an
exclusive interview with Bojan. It can
be bought at www.duckstoke.co.uk
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What is your wardrobe
filled with?
Black and white
clothes. I also wear a lot
of dresses.

What is your fashion
weakness?
Definitely shoes. If I go
shopping and I don't
buy shoes I feel guilty
so I'll go home and
order some online.

Where do you get your
inspiration for your
style?
I don’t think I have one
particular person or
anything that inspires
me.
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How much would you
spend on an average
shopping trip?
About £100.

What are your favourite
places to shop in?
I like Topshop, Ark,
River Island, places
like that. I get my
shoes from Footasylm.

What celebrity do you
get inspired by?
Rita Ora, because
some of the things she
wears are just mad!
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Olivia Cartlidge is a
17-year-old Dorothy
Perkins shop
assistant, from
Waterhayes.

How much would you
spend on an average
shopping trip?
Probably around £200
if I’m going all out.

What is your favourite
thing to buy?
My favourite thing to
buy is definitely shoes.
I’m a devil for shoes.
I’ve got a lot of dresses
and tops that I wear a
lot.
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What is your fashion
weakness?
Definitely handbags
and shoes.
How would you
describe your style?
I put all kinds of things
together.

22-year-old Jayne
Lownds is the
department
manager for Jack
Jones in the intu
Potteries Centre.
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LOOKING GOOD
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Which celebrity do you
think has great style?
I really like Fearne
Cotton and Alexa
Chung. They’re great.
What are your favourite
shops?
I’m starting to shop in
places like Ark more, I
do still shop at
Topshop though.
How would you
describe your style?
I never wear an outfit
that’s all from the same
place, I like to mix it up
a bit.

Anthony Bunn’s pick of the knits, clockwise from top left,
Barbour, Stone Island, North Sails and Wood Wood.

CAMPING ‘PODS’
Journalist Jacob Cotterill pays a visit to Skelwith Fold Caravan Park in the Lake District…

S

OME caravan parks conform to type.
Others do not. Tucked away in the
rolling hills just outside of Ambleside,
Skelwith Fold Caravan Park can be
chalked up as the latter.
Set in 130 acres of stunning, well-maintained
woodland, the park strikes a balance between
welcoming and sedate – all set in stunning
scenery.
Until the 1950s it was home to an impressive
estate belonging to the wealthy Marshall family –
mill owners from Leeds. The grand old home in
which they lived no longer exists, but there are
several nods to Skelwith Fold’s grand past if you
look hard enough.
What most certainly remains is the park’s ability
to provide an inviting retreat. Charming and
understated, those with any lingering suspicion
that a caravan holiday is best consigned to
family albums are in for a pleasant
surprise.
More than 300 static
caravans call Skelwith
home, each with
contemporary fittings
and comfortable beds.
But what is most
striking is the
convenience of the
place. A short drive
outside of Ambleside,
or 40 minutes’ walk into
the town centre if you’d
rather, and an ideal
starting point for dozens
of walks in the
surrounding scenery.
What’s more, Skelwith’s
staff know their
surrounds like the back
of their hands and
provide encyclopaedic

knowledge of the best routes – and the best
pub stops, of course.
Perhaps the worst kept secret among park staff
is The Drunken Duck pub, which pulls in visitors
from across the Lakes and beyond with its twist
on a traditional English tavern. Situated on a
small country lane around two miles from
Skelwith, and is conveniently incorporated into
several of the aforementioned walks. As too is
Chester’s By The River, a vegan-inspired café
and tearooms which is named after a dog once
owned by the owners of The Drunken Duck. It
does a booming trade as walkers climb down
from the hills in search of food and drink.
The parish of Skelwith, if you can refer to it as
such, is tiny but worth visiting for one of the
most breath-taking views in the region.
Leaving the caravan park through its hidden
back entrance – the route of choice for all staff –
and passing the handful
of enviable homes in the
parish, a clearing offers
views of the Lakeland
Fells towards Grasmere
to the north and over
the waterfalls of
Skelwith Force and
Colwith Force. Rising
high above all of this is
Loughrigg and its
impressive ridges. An
awe-inspiring sight. But
if you’re not up to the
five-minute walk, the
park itself offers
generous views of the
stunning Langdale
Pikes.
‘Sustainable tourism’
has become central to
the ethos at Skelwith
Fold, already boasting

LANDGDALE PIKES

a number of industry awards for work to foster
an enduring care for the creatures which live onsite. This is done by employing age-old
countryside skills such as coppicing and the
recycling of trees – both felled and fallen – as
well as the introduction of nature-protecting
pathways to keep it unspoiled.
The park has also been recognised by HRH
Prince Charles for successfully re-introducing a
colony of red squirrels. This burgeoning group
are joined at Skelwith by badgers, innumerable
birds and the odd deer.
But among the flora and fauna that convinced
botanist David Bellamy to hand Skelwith a
Special Conservation Award are all the
amenities for contemporary tourism.
The site has a reception area which hosts a
shop stocked with basic essentials and more.
There is a children’s playground and sports
pitch, a recreation area, a small library with
internet access and ample laundry facilities.
Inside the state-of-the-art static homes – inside
one of which this review was penned – the
trappings of the 21st Century are
complemented by classic cooking facilities and
panoramic views.
New in 2015 were half-a-dozen ‘pods’. If you
like to be at one with nature but can’t be
bothered to pitch a tent, then these are for you.
Park your car next to the pod, pull down the
bed and get up the next morning to head off
and explore. Skelwith’s owners hope they will
tap into a new market – and they look great too.
Once the preserve of moneyed mill-owners from
Yorkshire, Skelwith Fold has thrown opens its
doors to those in search of a break in a picturebook setting. It combines natural beauty and a
glut of options – each of them different and
equally charming. Just like the caravans which
call the park home.
■ Take a look at what’s on offer at
www.skelwith.com
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