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The question on 
everyone’s lips 
was could the 
three adventurous 
Cotton boys and 

their parents make it third 
time lucky in the Lakes?

As lovely a destination as 
Skelwith Fold caravan park 
is, it hadn’t been without its 
‘drawbacks’.

Our first trip had involved 
our eldest son fainting after 
winding himself during a 
football match – and spend-
ing the rest of the day on our 
bed feeling sorry for himself. 

He went one better the 
next time when he slipped and 
broke his collarbone during – 
surprise, surprise – another 
football match. We can vouch 
for the friendliness and help-
fulness of the staff at Skelwith 
in more unexpected ways – a 
lad in the park shop sug-
gested we follow him on the 
drive to Kendal Hospital so we 
wouldn’t get lost.

So it’s fair to say there was a 
lot riding on the success of our 
third visit to the five-star site.

Fortunately we survived 
without a trip to hospital 
or any other mishaps and 
instead managed to pack in 
everything from crazy golf on 
the shores of Lake Winder-
mere, bouldering at nearby 
Ambleside’s indoor climbing 
wall, fish and chips, a boat 
trip round Windermere, a 
visit to the cinema and dan-
gling in mid-air on Treetop 
Trek at Brockhole National 

Park – not bad for a three-day 
stay.

Skelwith Fold is a perfect 
fit, not just for families like 
ours, but also for couples 
keen to take advantage of the 
unspoilt, quiet park which 
stretches over 130 acres of 
woodland and fields that 
make up the award-winning 
caravan park described by 
world-famous botanist David 
Bellamy as “a wildlife won-
derland, absolutely bursting 
with bio-diversity”. 

When it invariably rains, 
it’s easy to come up with a 
solution, either staying put 
at Skelwith or making the 
short drive into Ambleside. 
As well as employing very 
helpful staff with good road 
sense, the village-style cara-
van park shop stocks day-
to-day essentials, specialist 
local foods and drink plus 
a selection of wines, spirits 
and beers, all in a building 
designed to complement 
the Lakeland landscape, 
complete with “green” roof 
planted with sedums. It also 
operates a DVD rental facility 
– perfect for a wet afternoon.

Director Henry Wild 
prides himself on Skelwith 
Fold’s green credentials.

Conservation initiatives 
mean that visitors may be 
lucky enough to come face 
to face with red deer, red 
squirrels and badgers there, 
although a new project is 
under way aimed at limiting 
the impact that deer have 
on wildlife. Skelwith has in-
troduced a series of “no-go” 
woodland enclosures across 
its site to allow plants and 
animals to develop as they 
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SkelwiTh Fold, ambleSide, 
Cumbria: 015394 32277, www.
skelwith.com: Touring caravans 
and motorhomes from £22.20 
to £31.10 per night; two-person 
Hideaway pods from £247.50 to 
£360 for three nights; caravan 
holiday homes to own from 
£25,000 to £80,000

Travel facts

Steering clear of mishaps 
makes five-star site perfect 
for fun-packed family break 

did thousands of years ago 
without the interruption of 
humans – and deer.

A range of static caravans 
and touring pitches provide 
the ideal vantage point for all 
that nature, but if it’s some-
thing more intimate you’re 
after, Skelwith launched 
its successful range of two-
berth Hideaway pods last 
year. Each measures just 14ft 
by 10ft and comes complete 

with a comfortable double 
bed, shower and loo, kitchen 
zone with microwave, oven 
and fridge, TV, and lounge/
dining space. They also boast 
large picture windows and 
folding glazed doors leading 
on to a timber decking area 
with a pull-out sunshade.

Our unscathed trip to 
Skelwith was the best yet. 
We’re hoping to make it a 
fabulous fourth next time.

Beautiful views across the Lake District fells at Skelwith Fold caravan park

The ideal vantage point to observe nature The timber decking area of the Hideaway pods

Reader travel

To book call 01524 37500 quote JP TRAVEL or visit: www.omega-holidays.com
OPENING TIMES: MON-FRI 8.30-19.00 SAT 8.30-16.00 SUN 10.00 - 16.00

Omega

Price Includes...

£159 .95pp
2 days, by coachfrom

Saturday departures until December 2016

LONDON THEATRE
Weekend with Dinner

Choose a top

Beautiful, Jersey Boys, Les Misérables,
Mamma Mia!, Motown, 

The Lion King, Wicked and more...!

West End show from our 
fabulous selection...

Omega Holidays plc, ABTA V4782.
Single room supplements £30pp. Subject to availability. 

Coach Transfer
to the West End
included

 Original Broadway Cast. Photo credit Joan Marcus and Andrew Eccles

 Overnight stay at a 4 star hotel within 20 miles of 
Central London with 3-course evening meal and full 
English breakfast

 A show ticket for a Saturday Matinee Performance of
a TOP West End Show from our fabulous selection

 Free time in London  Return coach travel from
local departure points,
please call for details

Trip of 
the week...

CypruS winTer Sun
Gorgeous eastern Med island 
with beaches, forests, waterfalls, 
mountain villages, sea caves, 
vineyards, snow-capped
peaks, fishing harbours and 
10,000 years of World Heritage 
history – the perfect holiday 
away from the British winter.
Eight days by air 
from £629pp - 
price is correct as 
of September 7, 
2016 and is based 
upon departure 
from Luton 
airport, on February 1, 2017.
Flights from Gatwick, Luton and 
Manchester airports. Selected 
Wednesday departures between 
November 2,  2016 and March 
22, 2017.
Visit www.offers.omega-
holidays.com/terms-conditions.
pdf for full terms and conditions
Call 01524 37500 quoting 
JPTRAVEL, or visit www.omega-
holidays.com

Travel

Late 
deals

Turkey
Cheapflights.co.uk offers 
seven nights at the four-star 
Armonia Holiday Village & Spa 
(all-inclusive) in Bodrum from 
£361pp (two sharing). Includes 
flights from Manchester on 
October 6.

Orlando
Virgin Holidays (www.
virginholidays.co.uk; 0344 
557 3870) offers 14 nights 
at the 4V Radisson Resort 
Orlando - Celebration (room 
only) from £859pp (two 
sharing). Includes car hire 
and flights from Glasgow on 
October 28.

Caribbean
Celebrity Cruises (www.
celebritycruises.com) offers 
a 13-night cruise on Celebrity 
Eclipse, visiting the US Virgin 
Islands, St Kitts, Nevis, 
Barbados and St Maarten, 
from £1,099pp (two sharing). 
Includes a two-nights in Miami 
and flights from UK to Miami.
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